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Wild Ejections
Baseball Has Been Filled With
Unique Ways To Get Tossed 
    Creative techniques 
can get under skin of 
umpires and result in 
heave-hos during tilts. 

See UNIQUE EJECTIONS, Page 3

Navy Experience For Baseball Players Tremendous
Special Turn Around Program

    Paul Kostacopoulos 
resuscitates life back into
proud baseball program.

See NAVY RIGHTS SHIP, Page 2

UPSET AT CALL — North Carolina Head Coach Mike Fox (right) has a difference 
of opinion with an umpire during the 2007 College World Series. Fox got his 
point across and was not ejected in the contest.

By LOU PAVLOVICH, JR.
Editor/Collegiate Baseball

TUCSON, Ariz. — One of the 
grand traditions in the game of 
baseball includes arguments 

between umpires and coaches or players 
which result in ejections.

In this story, Collegiate Baseball will 
explore unique ejections through the 
history of the sport.

Former University of Southern 
California assistant coach Rob Klein 
had one of the most unique situations in 
baseball history happen to him during 
the 1998 College World Series. 

At the time, he was a fi rst base coach 
for the Trojans and had been a detective 
for the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department for the previous 15 years.

Against Louisiana St. in the second 
meeting between the two teams in the 
College World Series, the game was tight 
throughout.

Heading into the bottom of the seventh, 
LSU led 3-2. 

USC got a leadoff single from Seth 
Davidson and another hit from Wes 
Rachels who fake bunted and then 
bounced a high bounding chopper 
over LSU third baseman Blair Barbier. 
Davidson moved to third on the play. 
He then scored the tying run when Greg 
Hanoian dropped a perfect bunt to the 
right of the mound for a single.

Robb Gorr laid down a near perfect 

An offi cer walks past the legendary sculpture of Tecumseh at the Naval Academy.

By JOHN PINKMAN 
Special To Collegiate Baseball

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — Did you ever 
wonder if one coach could make a 
difference? 

Did you ever want to discover why a losing 
team turns around and suddenly begins to 
win?

Me too! I have always wondered how that 
happens. Which came fi rst — the coach’s 
desire or the school’s desire? 

Did the coach have a dream that he was 
able to sell to the AD or did the AD have the 
vision and the subsequent need to fi nd a coach 
to lead the program into elite status?

This is the third in a series of several articles 
where we investigate amazing turn around 
programs. 

These are stories of great men who clearly 
saw the mission and took action. They defi ne 
leadership. 

They are passionate about the success of 
others. All are teachers committed to creating 
developmental programs. And perhaps their 
greatest talent is that people believe in them. 

They have the ability to enlist other talented 
people in their vision.


